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By wcvmnn.o. Ackerson

Buick production for the 1938
model year fell 23 percent from
the level of 1937. At first glance
this seemed to be the type of
performance for which the word
“dismal” had been coined. But
1938 was also a year when the
economy slipped into a major
recession and unemployment
increased from 14.3 percent in
1937 to 19.1 percent in 1938. The
President and Congress, after
cutting back on government
projects in early 1937, had no
choice but to increase expendi-
tures for such programs as the
WPA and the CCC. When
viewed in this perspective
Buick’s position in the automo-
bile industry loomed far health-
ier as a comparison of Buick pro-
duction from 1936 through 1938
indicates:

Calendar Buick Buick’s
Year Production Market
Share
1936 179,533 4.9%
1937 227,038 58%
1938 173,905 8.8%

The view of numerous Buick
historians regarding the 1938
models as the most desirous of
the prewar Buicks was foreseen
by a writer in the October 1937
issue of The Buick Magazine,
which depicted the 1938 model
as possessing two of the most
remarkable engineering
advances of the century. This
bold assertion referred to the use
of new “Turbulator” pistons in
the “Dynaflash engines plus the
introduction of rear coil springs
on all Buicks.”

As in the past the Buick’s pis-
tons were constructed of an alu-
minum alloy. But a new crown
conteur provided an increase of
the compression ratio that in
turn allowed for an eight percent
increase in horsepower without
any loss of fuel economy.

Buick's president and general
manager, Harlow H. Curtis, put
the new pistons in recent his-
torical perspective. Understand-
ably proud of the Buick engine
he noted that “long ago, Buick
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settled on the valve-in-head
principle,” even though “costlier
to make, it is nevertheless basi-
cally better.” With 30 years of
experience producing these
engines, Curtis added: “To see
just how fine the process of
development has been drawn,
just consider what has happened
in the past two years.

“Two years ago we gave you
the Anolite piston, to supply
more of that brilliance and
nimbleness you so desire.

“Last year, the principle
change in the engine consisted of
streamlining the intake valves,
though we also redesigned the
tail pipe and developed a new
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carburetor patterned after air-

plane practice.” -

With the introduction of the
turbulator piston, Curtis prom-
ised his audience that “when you
drive the 1938 Buick with the

Dynaflash engine you command -

a power plant unlike any other
on the highway.” It was “livelier,
faster, more brilliant, more
responsive,”’ an engine that
“covers familiar distances with
definitely increased economy of
fuel.”

Relative to their immediate
predecessors the latest Dyna-
flash engines were significantly
more powerful. The 248 cid ver-:
sion used in the Series 40 models
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now had 107 (instead of 100) hp.
Its compression ratio was
increased from 5.7:1 to 6.15:1.
The larger, 320.2 cid, straight-
eight for the Series 60, 80 and 90
models now with a 6.35:1 instead
of 5.9:1 compression ratio moved
up to 141 from 130 hp.

The use of rear coil springs by
Buick was a true modern auto-

motive milestone. This concept:

had been used before, but only
on one American car, the 1907
Brush. The use of rear coil
sprifigs in conjunction with
Buick’s almost traditional
torque tube gave-Curtis the

.opportunity to.portray Buick as

a manufacturer that combined

“the best of the past with the

newest of the new. “Buick has
clung to the torque tube drive,”
he noted, ‘‘because we
thoroughly believe this method

(BUICK, Page 42)
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CORVETTE SALES !I -
Selection of good used Corvette trade-Ins Iy
stock. Alsg have rebulldable Vattes In stock,

PARTS!!
Large Selection of new & used parts. Frar
headlights, mators, Int,, comp. rear ends,

SERVICE!!
Complate repair and overhaul of motors, fransmissions,
rear ends, rear wheel bearings, painting and Interior work.
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