Véo24

’Br//cr( ‘

Outline of 1938 Models —

(There are a number of nakers inissing from this forecast of autnmobhile models for the
coming year. This is due cither to the late arrival of their car descriptions or to the release

dates having been set so late that Motor W est avent to press before they expired.) ‘

AMERICAN BANTAM

An entirely new line of passenger
cars and trucks, known as the Bantanr
“61)." will be presented by The .\mer-
ican Bantam Car Co., which purchased
the plant of the former Austin Car Co.
in - Butler, Pa.,, several months ago.
Models include Bantam coupes, road-
sters and quarter-ton panel and pickup
trucks.

It is claimed that these cars will go

up to 60 miles on a gallon of gasoline,.

will attain a speed of 60 miles an hour,
and can be operated at a cost of less
than three-quarters of a cent per mile
for gasoline, oil and tires,

The American Bantam motor is of
four-cylinders, cast en-bloc, of L-head
type and mounted on live rubber, with
three-point suspension; bore 2.2 inches,
stroke 3 inches, piston displacement 45.6
cubic inches. Actual brake horsepower,
20-h.p. at 3900 r.p.m. Head is of alum-
inum, high-compression, with exclusive
turbulence type combustion chambers.
Pistons are of aluminum alloy, atito-
thermic, split skirt, tin-plated, invar
strut type. Crankcase of aluminum al-
loy, and fan bracket and attachments
of aluminum. Water jackets furnish
full cooling directional circulation. Cyl-
inder walls have a mirror finish. Crank-
shaft is drop-forged, scientifically coun-
ter-weighted, statically and dynamically
balanced. Connecting rods are of H-
section, drop-forged, heat-treated alloy
steel. Intake valves are of chrome
nickel steel; exhaust valves of chrome
Sicilian steel. Lubrication is of positive
vane type, with force feed to all rods,
Camshaft is of nickel alloy steel, pre-
cision ground, silent, helical, gear-
driven. Firing order, 1-3-4-2,

A five-galion fuel tank is located in

the rear. The synchro-mesh transmis- -

sion is of the selective type with silent
second gear. Pressed steel artillery

wheels carry 5.00x15 balloon high-speed -

tires. Larger wheels are available for
unimproved roads. Four-wheel brakes
are of the internal expansion type.
Steering is “finger-tip” control. Shock
ahsorbers are oversize. T
The cars are being built complete in
the company’s -modern l4-acre auto-
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mobile factory at Butler, Pa. A contin-
uwous daylight assembly line, capable
of delivering a completed car every five
minutes, has heen set up to provide
straight-line handling under one roof,
from the point where materials are re-
ceived to the watehouse ior assembled
cars, ' : .

Delivered prices at the factory, in-
cluding standard equipment. safety
glass and with all Federal taxes paid,
are in a $400 price range. Bodies are
available in standard colors at rto extra
cost. Special colors are $20 additional.
All finishes are of Duco baked lacquer,

- BUICK

Four outstanding engineering de-
velopments, with major improvements
both in style and mechanical design,
feature the new Buick cars for 1938,

The new cars have one of the most
important engine developments of. the

1957
will be optional at extra cost on the
Serjes 40 Buick cars, is the new sel-

- shifting transmission which automati-

cally shifts gears and provides a new
gear ratio effecting marked improve-
ment in performance and economy..

Buick cars will be offered in four
series for [Y38—the Series 40 Special in
the lower medium-price field, the Series
60 Century and the Series 80 Roadmas-
ter in the medium-price field, and the
Series 90 Limited, a deluxe car offered
in limousine and touring sedan types.
in the upper medium-price class. The
new cars are being produced in a total
of 21 body models. There are sedan
models hoth with and without built-in
trunks and all have spacious luggage
compartments. Five-wheel equipment
is standard on all series, with six-wheel
fender well cquipment optional at extra
cost. .

The rears of the new Buicks are
completely restyled, the gas tank filler
cap this year having been placed under
the left rear fender, completely smooth-
ing up the rear end. Access is through
a small door in the fender,  Au unusual
arrangement of tail lights, license il-
lumination and stop light is used on all
sedans and convertible phaetons. The
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THIS 'BUICK SERIES 40
SPECIAL FIYE-PASSEN.
GER TOURING SEDAN
HAS A DYNAFLASH EN.
GINE DEVELQPING 107
H.P. THE CAR IS ON A
122.INCH WHEELBASE -
CHASSIS, INCIDENTALLY,
THE SERIES 40 SPECIAL
IS THE LOWEST-PRICED
_BUICK GROUP . -

past 10 years by which power has been
substantially increased and gasoline
economy bettered without increasing
the bore and stroke or otherwise
changing the size of the engine. .

At the same time, a startling new
rear suspension has given new riding
and steering qualities to the 1938 cars
not heretofore achieved with former
designs, :

A new method of body mounting, by
which body bolts are located in quiet
zones, or zones of least vibration on
the frame, likewise contributes to the

. riding comfort and effectively dampens

noise and vibration within the car
bodies. '
A fourth major improvement, which

THE AMERICAN BANTAM -
COUPE FOR 1938 HAS A
LARGE REAR COMPART.

MENT FOR PERSONAL

DELIVERY, 40 M.P.H. IS

CLAIMED FOR THESE RE-

MARKABLE LITTLE CARS,

WHICH CAN GO &0

MILES ON A GALLON OF
. GASOLINE -

“license plate is mounted in the center

LUGGAGE OR PACKAGE - '

of the rear deck lid and is illuminated
by a license plate light combined in a
single attractive unit with the lid han-

dle and lock.

Interiors of the new cars are excep-
tionally attractive and are completely
redesigned throughout. The new in-
strument panel has a center section re-
cessed to take the radio grille, with
contro! knobs placed just below. In-
struments are clustered in an attrac-
tive panel directly in front of the
driver, while a newly-designed electric
clock is mounted in the door panel of
the glove compartment. Ash receivers
and other accessories are built into the
rear compartments of the . various

; models.

The new “Dynafiash” engine makes

use of a special dome-shaped piston,

called a “Turbulator” piston, which
permits controlled burning of the fuel
mixture and a higher compression
ratio without the usual detonation or
“ping” that accompanies high compres-

_sions with conventional types of pis-

tons. As a result, without increasing
bore and stroke, Buick engineers were

w.able to increase poiver and consequent

performance by seven per cent in the
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